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Abstract

The objectives of this study were 1) to study social and economic state of farmers
in Nakhon Pathom Province; 2) to study their okra production and marketing; and 3) to study
their problems and suggestions on their okra production and marketing.

The population in this study were all 129 farmers who had produced okra for
commercial purpose
in Nakhon Pathom Province. The data were collected by using an interview form. The
statistical methodology used to analyze the data by instant computer programs were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, maximum value, and minimum value.

The findings of this study were as follows: 1) Most of the studied farmers were
female, with average age at 45.4 years. They were educated at primary level. The average
quantity of members of their family was 3 persons. The average duration of their experience
in growing okra was 3.53 years. Their main income obtaining from producing okra. Their
average area used for growing okra was 1.72 Rai. The average quantity of the labor in their
okra production was 3.48 persons. Their average expenditure spent on growing okra per one
production period was 5,396.43 Baht/Rai, while their average income obtaining from selling
okra per one production period was 32,696.12 Baht/Rai. Almost all of them did not take out
any loan for their okra production. 2) More than half of them started dropping okra seeds
between July and August. The state of their soil was clay. They ploughed only once before
starting growing okra. They generally used manure to fertilize their soil. They mostly did not
know the name of their okra tribes they had grown, they only knew that they mostly used
hybrid tribe F1 1140 supplied by private companies. They mostly grew okra on patches and
used sprinklers to scatter water on soil. Most of them applied chemical fertilizer mixed with
organic fertilizer. The chemical fertilizer they used was mostly in formula 16-16-16. When
the age of their okra was average at 44.59 days after dropping okra seeds, it was the first time
to harvest their produce early in the morning between 06.00 — 09.00 a.m. They could harvest
their okra at most 44.84 kg/Rai/day, and at least 13.88 kg/Rai/day. The average of their okra
productivity was 1,849.19 kg/Rai. The average duration of their okra production was 5.09
months. They sold all of their fresh okra produce to the companies who supplied them with
okra tribe seeds. They had to carry their produce to the collection place which was far from
their farm at average 4.84 km. Their produce would be graded by farmer groups. The average
of their highest selling price was 25.11 Baht/kg, while their lowest selling price was 16.53
Baht/kg. And 3) Almost all of them had problem, at rather much level, that the buying price
of fertilizer was high, while the selling price of okra was low. They suggested that the
government should have solved the problem that chemical fertilizer was too expensive. They
also suggested that state or private sectors should have transferred them knowledge of okra
production in order to gain more productivity, there should have been measures to make
companies who bought their produce raise their buying price, and they should have been
supplied with information on okra marketing more.

Keywords: Production, Marketing, Okra, Nakhon Pathom Province
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